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and facilities of commerce remain, and there is no fear that our 
citizens will not engage in it, to say the least, as far as the state of 
things abroad will permit them to do so to advantage. Manufac- 
tures have now received a full share of the disposable capital of the 
country. Agriculture is daily receiving advantage from the lights 
diffused by our associations for the promotion of husbandry, and 
what are called internal improvements are pursued with intense and 
growing zeal. The mind of the country is awake, is daily in- 
forming itself, and is acting with mighty energy. Prejudices are 
clearing up, a feeling and policy conformed to the condition and 
situation of the country are daily acquiring friends; and the 
character of America is forming in all its departments. 

We beg leave warmly to recommend Mr Tillinghast's dis- 
course. It is on important subjects; they are ably treated ; it 
can scarcely be read by any one without imparting to him good 
views, kindled feelings, and new lights. 



4. — Annual Report of the Acting Superintendent of Common 
Schools, made to the Legislature of the State of New York, 
January 2'Sd, 1827. pp. 61. 

It is generally admitted by those who have paid any attention 
to the state of the various seminaries of education in this country, 
that they are in the rear of the progress of society in other re* 
spects. To whatever cause this deficiency may be owing, and 
however much it may be, as it often unquestionably is exaggerat- 
ed, it is obvious that the first step towards correcting it is to 
ascertain its precise nature and extent. To this end, it is import- 
ant to obtain a full and minute account of the state of the schools 
and other places of instruction, with regard to the numbers and 
ages of the pupils, the subjects taught and books employed in 
teaching, the modes of instruction and discipline, and the moral 
and intellectual qualification of teachers. 

On several of these subjects of inquiry the excellent report of 
the New York schools gives very satisfactory information. With 
regard to others, it did not fall within the province of the Super- 
intendent to say anything. 

The numbers attending the public schools are given with great 
apparent accuracy, and exhibit a very remarkable result. There 
are 431,601 children taught at the public schools only, without 
including those belonging to 570 school districts from which no 
reports were received. If we allow the same average to these, 
the number will rise to above 464,000. This is a most remark- 
able result, although the children may be taught only the bare 
elements of knowledge, merely to read, write, and cipher. A 
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child who is taught no more than this, is placed in a situation of 
comparative independence. In thousands of cases it depends on 
himself to go farther when he has been enabled to go so far. On 
the late establishment of schools for the scientific instruction of 
mechanics, in the several maritime departments of France, it was 
found that more workmen presented themselves to take advan- 
tage of the new instruction in Brittany, one of the least industri- 
ous and enlightened provinces in the kingdom, than in Norman- 
dy, which is noted for its general advancement and civilization. 
This unexpected result is attributed to the existence, in the for- 
mer province, of schools established entirely by private munifi- 
cence, for the instruction of 32,000 children in the simple 
elements abovementioned.* 

In the New York schools, children are allowed to attend, from 
the age of five to fifteen and over, an average term of eight 
months annually. Now, in these ten years, incomparably more 
might be weekly done by tolerably competent instructers and 
tolerably good books, than is done. We learn from the report, 
that the teachers are generally poor, and poorly paid. What 
indeed can we expect them to be, when they receive ' frequently 
one third less than the amount paid to experienced clerks and 
journeymen mechanics in the same vicinity.' 

On the subject of books the report must be somewhat imper- 
fect, or we are obliged to conclude that reading and writing are 
the only branches taught in all the towns ; that in more than one 
third of the towns grammar or geography is neglected, and that 
there are very many towns in which no text book is employed 
for arithmetic. As to the books used, the names being given, 
there is no room for mistake ; and in this respect the prospect is 
as sad, as it is agreeable in relation to numbers. Woodbridge's 
Geography, however, is used in a hundred and ten towns, and 
Colburn's Arithmetic in one. From these points light may per- 
haps break in. 

The remarks of the Superintendent upon the introduction of 
better school books, better teachers, and improved modes of teach- 
ing are deserving of the most serious attention, and we cannot 
but believe that they will do much towards producing the desira- 
ble effects which he has in view. 

* Rapport sur l'Rnseignement Industriel, par C. Dupin. Revue En* 
cyclopidique, Sept. 1836. 



